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The huge alligator tore up to Joam Garral, and after
knocking him over with a sweep of his tail, ran at him with
open jaws.

At this moment Torres rushed from the cabin, hatchet in
hand, and struck such a terrific blow that its edge sunk
into the jaw of the cayman and left him defenceless.

Blinded by the blood, the animal flew to the side and,
designedly or not, fell over and was lost in the stream,

11 Minha I Minha 1" shouted Manoel in distraction, when
he got to the bow of the jangada.

Suddenly 'she came in view. She had taken refuge in
the cabin of Araujo, and the cabin had just been upset by a
powerful blow from the third alligator. Minha was flying
aft, pursued by the monster, who was not six feet away
from her*
Minha fell

A second shot from Benito failed to stop the caymaa
He only struck the animal's carapace, and the scales flew
in splinters, but the ball did not penetrate.

Manoel threw himself at the girl to raise her, or to
snatch her from death 1 A side-blow from the animaTs
tail knocked him down too.

*"  Minha fainted, and the mouth of the alligator opened to
crush her!

:;,, And then Fragoso jumped on to the animal, and thrastj
ufe to the very bottom of his throat, at the risk of)